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All charity articles relate to Wessex Rotary CIO, Charity number 1183094  

November 

2020 

Dear Rotarians & Rotaractors 
 
Beaming Out Our Kindness 
 
I’m writing this message as we start Lockdown 2! Yes, just as we start finding our feet and getting 
some things going in an adapted way, unfortunately it all needs to stop as we join in the national ef-
fort to support the NHS and suppress the virus. But we are Rotarians, to me this is not just going to a 
meeting for a meal or lately on Zoom, this is about us doing our Service through the projects or caus-
es we’re involved in. 
 
As we enter a period that no one wanted, our attributes of being Rotarians are even more needed, 
our ability to be kind, look after each other and keep communicating to people that Rotary keeps on 
trucking even when it all seems impossible, especially where help, care and support in our communi-
ties are needed.  
 
 
As you read this newsletter, please encourage other Rotarians in 
your Club to do so also, by a little comment next time you are on that 
box at your regular zoom meeting saying “did you see that brilliant 
article in this month’s District Newsletter?”. I am disappointed to hear 
when Rotarians haven’t read what’s going on, the sharing through 
this informative Newsletter is definitely about sharing good practice 
and beaming out what we do, Service or Kindness to our Rotarian 
friends throughout the District. I also hear a lot of comments about 
how our communication needs to improve. Who are our best com-
municators? Of course, YOU, the Rotarian, excited about what Rota-
ry achieves, here, in the rest of these islands and throughout our 
World. Are you beaming out this news to others in your family, in 
your networks and in the community? 
 

 
What is important though is how 
we beam out what Rotary does to the general public or, more 
importantly, in our communities. So how can we improve on the 
beam, turn the lights up in these dark days, excite people about 
‘What is Rotary?’ The beam needs to be bright and use all three 
senses to tell our stories through listening, seeing and speaking. 
I personally see Rotary in Action through posts on Social Media 
in pictures, comment, even more now in video and I love to hear 
when Rotarians phone me and tell me what’s going on. Last 
month my spirits were lifted by seeing the pictures of the Stur-
minster Newton Rotary Pumpkin Festival through Facebook, 
some wonderful creations by the community lighting up a dark 

time and showing Rotary’s ability to run an activity that was different and people were enjoying being 
part of the action. As I attended the informative and well organised International Seminar I was think-
ing how can we beam this out to the community, not just to Rotarians, as it shows so much how we 
are involved in some fantastic projects. 
 
  Continued …. 
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… Continued from previous page 
 
Did you read this month’s Rotary magazine? Some 
brilliant articles in it, highlighting our aspirations to 
become a more Diverse, Equal and Inclusive organi-
sation. So where is your magazine now? Have you 
shared it with a friend, or given it to the library, or 
has your Club organised that after they are all read 
they are collected up and distributed locally when 
they can be read by others in local businesses, etc?  
 
 

Our ability to beam out what Rotary does cannot be stopped by any pandemic, how-
ever lockdowned we are. When talking to your friends by telephone or at another 
meeting on a virtual platform, do you drop in what you are doing as a Rotarian, how 
you feel cared for and part of a team that is still doing some wonderful service in 
these dark days? We have a great opportunity in these technological days to link with 
other Clubs across the globe and learn what they are doing. Bransgore Rotary, I hear 
from their Assistant Governor, is doing just that in their connections on zoom and 

Winchester Rotary are connecting with Win-
chester’s around the world. I was on a zoom 
the other day with Eastleigh Rotary doing 
just that too with Canada. 
 

 
To conclude let’s ensure that we keep being a Rotarian during these dark days, let’s 
demonstrate this through our ability to keep our spirits up and being kind to the peo-
ple who surround us. Let’s be positive and helpful at meetings we attend, let’s share 
what we do. I’m looking forward to sharing some of this good practice of Clubs at our 
next District Council on the 28

th
 November. Let’s continue to be the actors in our 

communities that are demonstrating Rotary’s Service above Self or in other words 
our kindness to build caring and collaborative communities. Let’s celebrate on the 
13

th
 November World Kindness Day, through Social Media, newsletters, telling peo-

ple, that Rotary is beaming out our stories of hope, peace and greater understanding 
throughout our world. 
 
We are Rotary’s best communicators, through sharing our Actions of kindness in 
everything we do or say, the light is strong if we all turn up the beam and do our bit of 
telling the Rotary story. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Mason,  
DG 2020/21 
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Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
The 100 plus members of the Rotary Clubs of Guernsey are looking forward to giving you a warm welcome 
to our island home and the Rotary Wessex 2021District Conference. 
 
Guernsey, nowadays, is in essence, English with a topping of Gallic flair. It boasts wide sweeping sandy 
bays and stunning clifftop views that wind down to sheltered coves. Our bustling hillside town and harbour 
with its many restaurants and busy marinas, contrasts with a tranquil countryside, populated with local 
granite farmhouses and fishermen’s cottages and in the fields our special honey coloured Guernsey cows. 
 
We have history too, castles, museums and pre- Napoleonic Towers are easily visited.  There are stark 
concrete fortifications, which are a reminder that the Channel Islands were the only part of the British Isles 
to have been occupied during WW 2. 
 
You can visit Victor Hugo’s house, actually owned by the City of Paris, or walk the Renoir trail and see how 
he immortalised a picturesque bay during a visit to the Island. Maybe stop off for a crab salad or a piece of 
Guernsey Gâche as you learn about the Guernsey Potato Peel Pie Society. 
 
Perhaps extend your stay and take the couple of days to visit the unique environment of Sark or sample the 
enchantment of Herm. 
 
We have entered an unprecedented era with COVID 19 and the need for what Rotary offers society has 
never been greater.  We will need to adapt to meet the challenges our organization faces but at the same 
time our contribution to support our communities and help globally has never been more in need .... people 
of action connecting communities around the world. 
 
We have put together a conference program that will be exploring some of our challenges but recognizes 
the need to lift and inspire as well as providing plenty of opportunity for meeting friends and past acquaint-
ances .... Fellowship in a relaxed setting. 
  
The Conference working party under chair Simon Milsted have taken planning as far as possible pending 
Covid stepping aside .They plan to review matters again in January with a final Go/ No Go decision to be 
taken in March .The conference will be a scaled down event with a targeted attendance of approx 400 .The 
budget has not  changed since being approved at 27/6/20 Council meeting .No call has been made on Dis-
trict funds any monies spent having come from club generated events . 
 
2020/25 Working Party 
  
This was set up when Allan Smith was DG.  The following aspects of District  Operations were initially iden-
tified as needing action.  Status - 
- Standing Orders … review underway  
- District Exec … size change implemented . 
- Establish a District Support Team ( DST ) that does exactly what it says on the tin .... on going  
- Enhance AG role and create Deputy’s to support .... on going . 
- Rotary visibility .... needs wide engagement . 
- Develop a DISTRICT STRATEGY rather than focusing on a RI Strategy .... developed for final agree-
ment . 
-LOOK at  our TOTAL District MEDIA offering - Website ,Social Media ,Newsletter .... appointment to lead 
this required . 
  
 2021/2022 YEAR 
  
TEAM .... There is much more work to do to finalize the DST and AG teams . 
We have some very good teams and we have been able recently to strengthen and enhance our Training 
Team .Other areas ,we need to source knowledgeable and skilled members to take on roles .Anyone inter-
ested reading this then PLEASE CONTACT ME . 
  
THE 21/22 YEAR STARTS NOW .... For the first time, I think for 
many years, we are starting the next Rotary year NOW yes 
NOW .On Saturday 14 th Nov we are holding the first President 
Elects Training Seminar ( PEPS ) with the headline  theme “ Getting 
to know “.I hope as many PE s will attend as possible . 
 
Paul T. Steele, DGE 
 

Council Update 
From Paul Steele, District Governor Elect 
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Future Workshops 
 
The District Support Team has had several enquiries and requests about Risk Assessments for Christ-
mas Activities this year. We will therefore hold a “Compliance Drop-In Christmas Activities Surgery” 
on Zoom on the following dates: 
 
 

Thursday 12
th
 Nov   18:30 – 20:00  

Wednesday 18
th
 Nov  18:30 – 20:00 

Thursday 26
th
 Nov   18:30 – 20:00 

 

The Zoom link for any of these session please Click Here 
 
The surgery will be an opportunity to share experiences and ask for advice on compliance issues on your 
Christmas activities. It would be helpful, but not essential, if you could let me know if you would like to 
attend any of the sessions. If you do not use Zoom but would like to phone in, please let me know and I 
will send you the appropriate Zoom number.  
 
Please contact: martin@wardco.co.uk or 02380 614321  
 
Previous Workshop  
 
Last month the District Compliance Support Team organised a successful Zoom Workshop, “Working 
with Young People”. We had 43 Rotarians attending the workshop from 30 clubs in the District. The 1½ 
hour session was based on a hypothetical case study which was discussed in 7 breakout rooms with 4-7 
people in each room. From the feedback evaluation, the overwhelming feeling was that the breakout 
room format was useful, that the topics were relevant to the clubs that attended, and people would attend 
further workshops.  
 
We had some useful comments back on how we could improve future workshops including: better public-
ity of the workshop; an introduction setting the scenario context; attention to Zoom etiquette (muting to 
avoid background noise); and a more even distribution of number of people in the breakout rooms. Areas 
where clubs would appreciate similar workshops were: vulnerable adults; update on Risk Assessments 
with Covid-19; different scenarios with young people; GDPR; and applying for District Grants.  
 
Thank-you to everyone who showed an interest in this workshop and for the useful feedback – all very 
much appreciated. The video recording of the session can be found here and the workshop material in 
the Dropbox handout files. 
 
Martin Ward 
District Support Compliance 

District Compliance Support Team 

Milford couple Pete and Sue Hurley have become the latest members of the Rotary 
Club of Becton & District. Drawn together by their in-
volvement with the PPE Project undertaken by New 
Forest Sewing for the NHS & Community which was 
supported by the Rotary Club, Pete and Sue saw in 
the Rotary Club an opportunity to be part of a volun-
tary group that matched their ideals for helping the 
Community. 
 
President Keith Williams, also of Milford, was pleased 

to welcome them to membership of the Rotary Club and wished them every success.    
 
Rtn Larry Anthony 
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk                                                          

Milford Couple Become New Rotarians 
Rotary Club of Becton & District 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89417605125
mailto:martin@wardco.co.uk
https://youtu.be/nEGsYGixDjs
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/a56xhtvjcijzv8p/AADkoT-bkmJ3HodUGiT60Srma?dl=0
mailto:secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk
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This is the time of year when we  permit 
ourselves to ‘blow the trumpet’ for our own 
Rotary Foundation.  
 
An organisation called Charity Navigator 
who assess and evaluate the activities of 
many major charities have consistently 
awarded The Rotary Foundation their top 
four star assessment for at least the last 
12 years and  currently the Foundation is 
third in their list of top ten best known 
charities.  
 

Charity Navigator describes these 10 charities as working throughout the US 
and the world. They are large, complex organisations with budgets exceed-
ing $100 million, and at least $65 million in net assets. They became house-
hold names in part because of their exceptional financial management, no 
easy feat considering the scope and size of their operations. Charitable giv-
ers should feel confident that these national institutions put their donations to 
good use.   
  
For further information on Charity Navigator and its assessment of The Rotary 
Foundation of Rotary International follow the link below-  
  

 https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=4553 
 
 Courtesy of Rotary Becton and District Newsletter 
 
 For more information on Rotary Foundation follow the link below- 
 
 https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation  

November is  
Rotary Foundation Month 

"Our latest project to transport donated food from 
Waitrose Supermarket to the New Forest Basics 
Bank in Lymington is now underway. Image shows 
Friends of Rotary, Mike and Nikki Watson, loading 
a consignment of food to be taken to the food bank.  
 
If any other of our Friends of Rotary want to go on 
the rota with us then contact Adrian Stopps via the 
Club Secretary, secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk  
Behind the camera - Adrian Stopps." 
 
Rtn Larry Anthony 
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk                                                          

New Forest Basic Banks 
Rotary Club of Becton & District 

https://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=4553
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-foundation
mailto:secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk
mailto:secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk
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Rotary mentoring disadvantaged children - new initiative 
 
Although I know that some of our Clubs in District have a long history of mentoring, the 
Winchester Club, together with the High Sheriff of Hampshire Reverend Sue Colman, 
have been looking at the MCR Pathways mentoring programme.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eleanor (Ellie) Purkis, who has been tasked with bringing the programme to the south of 
England would like help from Rotary - are any of your Clubs or Members interested? 
 
She says: ‘This programme is already supporting almost 2,500 of the most disadvan-
taged children across Scotland, and we are now turning our attention to the English sys-
tem. I became involved with MCR having seen the poor outcomes of many looked after 
and disadvantaged children through my work at the criminal Bar, and having spent some 
time in the US researching the most effective models of improving outcomes I was con-
vinced that a single, stable and supportive adult relationship is the critical factor. I have 
since been working to develop and scale programmes to ensure that every child in or on 
the edges of the care system has one.  
 
This impacts on the organisations and mentors involved equally significantly!’ 
 
The website is mcrpathways.org if you’d like to read more, and some of the young peo-
ple talk about the impact of the programme on them in the video available through the 
website. 
 
Debbie Dunford 
District Humanitarian Lead 
debbiedunford148@gmail.com 
07801 377445 

Mentoring Disadvantage Children 

COVID-19 New National Restrictions from 5 November for England  

 
The latest information from the English Government is available here 
 

For the Channel Islands, please refer to your own authority guidance. 

Government Guidance on COVID-19 Restrictions 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmcrpathways.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9b9f662ae33741526efa08d879fabdfd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637393465114676895%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIi
mailto:debbiedunford148@gmail.com
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fnew-national-restrictions-from-5-november%3Futm_source%3D4ec0c5c2-dae1-4d85-81b0-bdd531c4bc31%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_content%3Dd
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Westbourne Rotary  

Response to pandemic food insecurity issues  

The Rotary Club of Westbourne has been running a project for three years, utilising surplus 
foods donated by one of the Clubs Business Partners - Harvest Fine Food.  In the year to end 
March 2020 the value of goods received was about £13,000 in total but since April the supply 
has increased considerably to over £16,000. 
 
Previously the surplus food would have been sent to landfill or otherwise 
disposed of at considerable cost to the supplier so the project has al-
ways had environmental benefits too.  The products donated usually 
have damaged packaging or are close to the ‘best before’ date. It is 
quite often bulk sacks of flour, sugar and other staples which has to be 
repacked, sometimes items like cakes and biscuits  are cooked using 
the ingredients and other times goods can be donated on  just as they 
come in. 

 
The food has been donated on to  Food Banks,  community fridges, oth-
er charities and to individuals. In April as lockdown commenced we were 
told of the plight of homeless people who were being helped off the 
streets into temporary hotel accommodation, some had no money what-
soever and cooking facilities in the hotels were very limited, we were 
asked to help.  Since we had food supplies and a registered kitchen be-
longing to one of our members, where food could be prepared cheaply 
and within the lockdown rules, we agreed to produce meals 

 
Eventually, the homeless people started benefitting from food parcels 
and some moved into permanent accommodation so no longer needed 
our support.  However, a multi ethnic charity that the Club has close 
links to, Unity in Vision, asked if we could help some people from the 
BAME communities who were struggling as a result of the crisis.  The 
acronym BAME stands for Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic and 
is defined as all ethnic groups except White ethnic groups. It does not 
relate to country origin or affiliation. Between 14th April to 9th October 
Westbourne Rotary have supplied over 4,000 daily meals and 840 
packed lunches and continues to maintain assistance for as long as 
funds allow – so with donations to food banks, packed lunches and daily 
meals, you could say it has been aa bit like ‘feeding the 5000’ 
 

Although the meals could be produced quite 
cheaply, there was still some ingredients that had to be purchased and 
packing materials.  We could not have continued very long on our limited 
reserves so we had to look outside the Club and were fortunate to get 
consecutive grants of £2,000 and the £3,000 from local grant makers.  
We have also now got a grant of £6,000 from the Government and The 
National Lottery Community Fund, which will enable us to continue to 
provide meals to the end of March 2021. 
 

Since lockdown eased we have been able to get non Rotary volun-
teers involved, some have been recipients of the food wanting to give 
something back and others from the BAME communities (even one 
lady with very limited English) and from local churches.  In the holiday 
time we also had young people (13 to 16 years old) from BAME com-
munities wanting to volunteer, so an Interact activity was set up to ac-
commodate them and not only have they helped they have also 
planned and cooked their own menus. Westbourne Rotary President 
Lynne Abad commented ‘The Club really wanted to help when the Covid-19 pandemic started, 
we knew food would be a major issue and we immediately gave a grant of £2,000  to our local 
FoodBank but then responding to need we developed this our own niche project helping some 
of our most disadvantaged people locally.  Now it has turned into a lovely multi-ethnic and multi
-faith project’ 
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Bandey Hefler Friendship Exchange  

This Friendship exchange, which has been operating since the mid 1970’s is, fortunately, 
going through a fallow year this year; it is one of the few activities we enjoy in Rotary that 
has not yet been impacted by COVID.   

 
The Bandey Hefler Friendship Exchange brings 
Districts 1110 and 1145 together for an exchange 
with District 7910, Central Massachusetts. Between 
us in UK we have around 150 clubs participating in 
the scheme to Central Massachusetts approximate-
ly 80 clubs, but our geographic spread is about the 
same.   
 
The exchange operates over a three year cycle. In 
year 1 UK Rotarians and partners visit our Central 

Massachusetts colleagues and families, year 2 our US colleagues visit UK Rotarians and 
families and the third year is fallow.   
 
The guiding principle for the exchange is for travellers  to pay for their travel across the 
Atlantic and hosts pay for the accommodation and entertainment, although there is grow-
ing flexibility in that part of the operation.  The spirit of the exchange is not to do things 
cheaply, but to engage with our colleagues across the pond and experience first-hand 
their Rotary and family lives. Initially the exchange was organised to operate with Rotari-
ans and their partners as guests staying with Rotarians and their partners as hosts, how-
ever that has changed slightly in the last couple of exchanges with some single Rotari-
ans visiting.    
 
The exchange has the huge benefit of experiencing 
each others’ countries from the eyes of a local, en-
joying meetings of other clubs and of taking part in 
any charity events that may be happening while 
there.  You are not just left to the recommendations 
of a hotel concierge!  The exchanges are also ar-
ranged for end September/early October to make the 
best of the wonderful Fall season in Massachusetts. 
 
 

I have been in communication with our colleagues in 
Massachusetts who are considering whether or not to 
proceed with plans for next September.  The impact of 
the pandemic is truly world-wide, although reading our 
press sometimes you would think it is only impacting 
UK.  Our initial thoughts are to plan to go ahead in 2021.   
 
Our colleagues in Central Massachusetts need to find a 
team of 60 potential host couples in order to support 15 
to 20 traveller pairs from UK.   
 
As you would expect that takes some time.  That pro-

cess will start now, but we have agreed a need to take a “rain check” in April to deter-
mine whether there is any likelihood of not being able to travel and socialise by Septem-
ber 2021.  I shall be in contact with all those who have hosted over the last two or three 
exchanges to determine their interest in principle in visiting Massachusetts next autumn, 
so I can give our US colleagues an indication of the likely take up from UK.  I would not 
recommend booking flights until we have made a decision whether or not to proceed in 
April next.  If you don’t want to wait until I contact you, please drop me a note to confirm 
your interest to geoff.philpot@btinternet.com.  

mailto:geoff.philpot@btinternet.com
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Earlier this month we heard news that Super Typhoon Goni hit the Philippines with 
140 mph winds and torrential rainfall – ripping off roofs, taking out power and 
damaging buildings. It caused landslides and flooding across parts of the country. 
 
This was the most powerful storm to hit the country since Haiyan in 2013. Almost 1 mil-
lion people have been forced from their homes and this time families face a double threat 
of having nowhere to live except for overcrowded evacuation centres whilst also trying to 
protect themselves from coronavirus. 
 
We have a team on the ground and ShelterBox aid is already in the country. We are pre-
paring supplies of emergency shelter, solar lights and other essential aid items to 
help families in the worst hit areas. This will enable some of the most vulnerable people 
to move from evacuation centres to a more private space, where they will be able to so-
cially distance. 
 
Rotary in the Philippines plays a key part in our work in the country. Without Rotary 
support we would not be able to help families across the Philippines recover after dis-
aster. 
 
We cannot stress enough the importance of shelter during this pandemic - please 
help us protect families by supporting our vital work today.  
 
We have a team of volunteer speakers in the District ready to give Zoom  presenta-
tions to up date all clubs. 
  
Help us to protect those families, already affected by Covid, to give them shelter in the 
aftermath of this destructive typhoon. 
  
ShelterBox needs your continued  support. 
  
Rtn. Howard Matthews PHF (Christchurch) 
ShelterBox Volunteer and  
District 1110 Coordinator. 

How is Shelter Box helping 

We are responding to Super Typhoon Goni, working to understand how we can help fami-
lies who have lost their homes to the worst storm of the year. 

We will be working with our local contacts and Rotarians to provide emergency shelter aid to 
communities that have been badly hit. 

Coronavirus and travel restrictions within the country are prov-
ing to be challenging. But we have emergency shelter aid 
stored locally in our warehouse in Cebu, Philippines, ready to 
support communities that have been devastated by Goni. 
We have already supported over 15,000 people in the Philip-
pines this year after Typhoon Vongfong and the Taal volcano 
eruption left people without shelter. 

We have also sent a small number of tarpaulins, ropes and 
fixings to Eversley Sanitorium, a public hospital in Cebu serv-
ing the poorest and most marginalised members of the com-
munity. 

https://www.shelterbox.org/about/how-we-work/partnerships/rotary/
https://www.shelterbox.org/where-we-work/philippines/typhoon-vongfong-ambo/
https://www.shelterbox.org/where-we-work/philippines/taal-volcano-eruption/
https://www.shelterbox.org/where-we-work/philippines/taal-volcano-eruption/
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Representatives of the New Forest Sewing for the NHS & Local Community and Becton 
Rotary Club assembled once again at Oakhaven Hospice to donate £5,000 to the Hos-
pice.  
 
 
The money being proceeds from the sale of 
PPE Gowns (£2,000) and Masks / Face 
Coverings (£3,000).  Special thanks go to 
Emma McEwen who developed the heat 
sealing process for the gowns enabling the 
production rate to meet demand, the ladies 
at Milford W.I. who made a large proportion 
of the masks, Becton Rotary for their logisti-
cal support and the volunteers of the NF 
Sewing Group for achieving such a wonder-
ful result.  
 
 
Jill West, Community Fundraising Manager 
for Oakhaven said 
 
“Oakhaven would like to thank everyone involved for their hard work and this wonderful 
donation which will help us continue making every moment matter for those under our 
care”    
 
Rtn Larry Anthony 
secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk 

New Forest Sewing 
Rotary Club of Becton & District 

In May 2020 RGBI announced that they are partnering with Carers UK so that Rotary can help 
unpaid adult Carers to get support where they need it. 
 
You may ask ‘What is a carer?’ The role has been defined as: 
 
A Carer is anyone who looks after a family member, partner or friend who needs help because 
of their illness, frailty, disability, a mental health problem or an addiction and cannot cope without 
their support. The care they give is unpaid (although they may be in receipt of a DWP benefit 
called Carers Allowance) 
 
I know that there will be many Rotarians in our District who are Carers - but often people do not 
recognise themselves as such.  
 

Being a Carer can be very rewarding but can also be incredibly 
stressful. 
 
Peter Hicks from the Rotary Club of Southampton Clausentum has 
put himself forward to Co-Lead the District response to this partner-
ship - thank you Peter - and there are also several Rotarians who 
have volunteered to become Ambassadors for this project, and more 
are needed, so if you have an interest in this, please contact me on 
the details below. 

 
Debbie Dunford,  
debbiedunford148@gmail.com,  07801 377445 
 
 

Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland partner with Carers UK 

From left to right: Debs Pope (NF Sewing 
Group); Keith Williams ( President, Becton Rota-
ry);  Emma McEwen (NF Sewing Group); Gavin 
Jones (NF Sewing Group); Jill West (Oakhaven) 
and Andrew Ryde (CEO Oakhaven Trust)  

mailto:secretary@bectonrotary.org.uk
mailto:debbiedunford148@gmail.com
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District Clubs supported the RIBI Appeal for funds magnificently here is an update 
from Mercy Ships. Thanks again, PDG Allan Smith 
 
Our newest ship, the Global Mercy, is the world’s largest purpose-built hospital 
ship capable of more than doubling our surgical and training capacity. Over her 50 
year expected lifespan, more than 150,000 lives are estimated to be changed 
onboard through surgery alone! 
 
With the help of countless volunteers, this medical marvel will more than double 
our capacity to deliver safe surgical care to people in need and provide medical 
training in the countries we serve. That means more lives saved,  more lives trans-
formed. 
 

 
Our newest hospital ship 
 
The 174-meter, 37,000-ton ship will have six operating rooms and house over 600 
volunteers from around the globe representing many disciplines including sur-
geons, maritime crew, cooks, teachers, electricians, the host staff and more. The 
ship will also feature a 682-seat auditorium, student academy, gymnasium, café, 
shop and library – all of which have been designed to accommodate up to 950 
crew onboard when docked in port. 
 
The sequential steps in the building process include up to 16 months of detailed 
design work, construction of the hull and installation of machinery systems, outfit-
ting the accommodation decks/hospital, extensive testing and trials prior to delivery 
from shipyard, installation of additional medical equipment and general supplies 
and further testing prior to deployment. 
 
The Global Mercy’s hospital deck will be ready to carry out a wide range of surger-
ies like maxillofacial and plastic-reconstructive surgery to address tumour removal 
and debilitating burn contractures, cleft lip and palate repair, orthopaedics, cataract 
removal, and obstetric fistula repair. 
 
This expansion and growth will facilitate more: more surgeries for those in need; 
more health professionals trained and mentored; MORE LIVES CHANGED!  

Announcing the Global Mercy! 
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One of the topics discussed during the District’s October InterXchange sessions was 
Diversity, Equality and Inclusion.   
 
One new Rotarian, who had been enthusiastically looking through the Rotary Interna-
tional website www.rotary.org, brought our attention to Rotary’s Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion Statement: 
 

“As a global network that strives to build a world where people unite and take action to 
create lasting change, Rotary values diversity and celebrates the contributions of peo-
ple of all backgrounds, regardless of their age, ethnicity, race, colour, abilities, religion, 
socioeconomic status, culture, sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity. 

Rotary will cultivate a diverse, equitable, and inclusive culture in which people from un-
derrepresented groups have greater opportunities to participate as members and lead-
ers.” 

 
We know this statement is there, but it made us think about how often we actually stop 
to reflect on it, especially when we are planning our activities and recruitment.  There is 
a really thought provoking article on the Rotary International website:  
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/diversity-equity-and-inclusion.   

 

From this article you can download the Diversifying Your 
Club assessment, which gives good, clear guidelines on 
how to review your Club’s diversity and set goals to give 
focus on how you can develop.  These goals can be add-
ed to your Rotary Club Central, which will give you a place 
to track and record your progress. 

 

Towards the end of the article there is a link to Rotary’s Strategic Plan, which DG Tim 
Mason has been promoting as a key way for us to develop our local Rotary.  This link 
gives some clear descriptions of the strategic areas, emphasising the roots we have 
come from and the need to have a shared planned forward focus, so that we all contin-
ue to develop to ensure Rotary has an effective future. 
 
Rtn Janice Mason 
Rotary Club Central lead 2020-21 

How inclusive are we? 

Fordingbridge Rotary was very pleased to help out on 17th Oc-
tober, at the litter pick organised by Becky Albrow, of Ford-
ingbridge Greener Living.  
 
This is a group of Fordingbridge-based residents who, among 
other things, have organised tree-planting in the New Forest, 
set up and operated a recycling shed in the town, and held 
successful clothing exchanges. This litter-pick (alongside 
"Surfers against sewage"), represents their first stage in get-
ting Fordingbridge to be officially rated as a plastic-free town. 
 
For further details, contact Dave Sanders on 01425 656737 

Litter Pick 
Fordingbridge Rotary  

http://www.rotary.org
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/diversity-equity-and-inclusion
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I hope your Club is enjoying the book Creatures of Habit by Mark Huddleston, which 
was delivered to your President during October and that those who attended the virtual 
InterXchange enjoyed Mark’s presentations. 
 
After the evaluation meeting of our InterXchange Working Group on Monday 2nd No-
vember, we feel that it is important that the Working Group continues to encourage de-
velopment following the InterXchange until June 2021, as we find ourselves in these 
extraordinary pandemic times. We recognise that it will take time for Rotarians in the 
Clubs to read the book, disseminate the information and decide how to use it. 
 
We are putting forward an idea that encourages adoption of some of the ideas for 
Growing Rotary from Mark’s book over the rest of this Rotary Year. We hope Rotarians 
will support this initiative as we help each other to build our Rotary Clubs’ retention, vi-
brancy and our involvement in meeting the needs of our communities, for us all now 
and future generations. The world needs vibrant and modern Rotary. 
 
As these are very difficult and different times, where a normal physical conference has 
not taken place, we are anxious to continue the support to put some of the ideas from 
the book into practice and share good practice, as we encourage Clubs to develop 
their forward strategy and plans for Growing their Rotary. Hence we would like to pro-
pose to District Council: 
 

• The InterXchange Working Group (WG) continues until June 2021, this includes 
Rotarians not in the current involved in the District Support Team. 
 

• The WG will put together some ideas/strategy framework from the book that could 
be grant aided to support these initiatives in Clubs, encouraging grass-root change - a 
grant to encourage development and action proposed from Clubs themselves 
 

• The residue funding from the InterXchange be used to grant aid Clubs who would 
like to develop ideas from the Creatures of Habit book, the WG approving small grants 
so Clubs can get on quickly without too much paperwork and making recommenda-
tions to the District Executive for the Grants over £250 and to monitor how it is used for 
continuous evaluation of proposed outcomes 
 

• To continue to evaluate how the InterXchange has helped Clubs, whilst encourag-
ing them to consider other ideas 
 

 
To run one to two further workshops with further input 
from Mark Huddleston and Clubs who have used Mark's 
book 
 
An opportunity to encourage Clubs and Rotarians 
to work together across the District on a common 
goal of refreshment and action, an opportunity to 
Grow Rotary through the refreshment of our Clubs. 
To become inspirational People of Action, ever 
changing to help create the new normal. 

Do Creatures of Habit inspire? 
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Christchurch Rotary Club has joined ShelterBox in celebrating the 20
th
 anniversary of 

this disaster relief charity founded in 2000AD. Christchurch Rotary has supported Shel-
terBox from the beginning - and over these last 20 years, with generous support from 
the wider community, has raised a total of £50,000 to assist the recovery of disaster-
affected communities all over the world.  
 
ShelterBox was launched in 2000AD by the Rotary Club of Helston-Lizard in Cornwall. 
The idea was sparked by watching the news and wanting to do more. The club loved 
the idea of helping in a practical way and making a tangible difference.  The initial hope 
was to help 8 to 10 families a year, with each box containing a family sized tent, sleep-
ing bags, water purifying tablets, trenching tool and pots and pans.   
 
Twenty years later, with amazing support from many Rotary Clubs and other organisa-
tions, ShelterBox has grown to become a respected humanitarian organisation provid-
ing emergency shelter, essential items, and support to over 1.5 million people in 97 
countries from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, and with fundraising teams in 15 different 
countries.  
 
Christchurch Rotary has organised street collections on the occasion of specific disas-
ters, such as the Nepal earthquake and the Japanese tsunami. It has also promoted 
ShelterBox constantly through talks to Schools and other organisations, organised fund
-raising events, and used money from its own charity account to make substantial do-
nations. 
 
Lucy Carr, Rotary Engagement Manager at ShelterBox, said: 

“We are so thankful to Christchurch Rotary Club for all the hours, many I am sure 
spent in the rain collecting and running events, that they have given to raising 
awareness and funds, and thus ensuring shelter for many disaster-affected fami-
lies around the world. Year on year we are fueled and inspired by such passion. 
Thank you to all members, past and present, and an extended massive thank-you 
to the wider community of Christchurch.”  

 
ShelterBox has changed a lot in 20 years, but the core focus has remained the same, 
helping families recover after disaster. To make sure that they do that as effectively as 
possible, innovation remains at the heart of their work, and they are always searching 
for ways to improve, just like the charity’s founding members in the early years. 

 
Coronavirus means emergency shelter is more urgent 
than ever. In their 20th anniversary year ShelterBox are 
drawing on 20 years of experience and expertise to con-
tinue to provide emergency shelter that families need to 
stay safe.  
 
And thanks to passionate supporters like Christchurch 
Rotary, ShelterBox remains determined to rise to the cur-
rent challenges, to exceed expectations and to provide 

more shelter for families than ever before.  
 
If you’d like to find out more about ShelterBox, its founding 
story, its aid items and the impact of its work visit 
www.shelterbox.org  
 
To find out about Christchurch Rotary and all of the work 
they are involved in visit www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/
homepage.php?ClubID=648  

Christchurch Rotary’s  

Sustained Support to Shelterbox 

http://www.shelterbox.org
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=648
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=648
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DISTRICT DATES for your Diaries 

2020-2021     

Getting to Know Morning Saturday 14th November Zoom meeting 

Growing Rotary Through Diversity Thursday 26th November Compliance zoom workshop 

District Council Meeting Saturday 28th November Zoom meeting 

      

2021     

Risk Management Thursday 28th January Compliance zoom workshop 

RI Assembly 7th – 11th February Orlando, Florida 

Core/Exec Meeting Thursday 25
th
 February Potters Heron – Venue Booked 

Working with vulnerable adults Thursday 25th February Compliance zoom workshop 

DOPS Saturday 6th March Potters Heron – Venue Booked 

PEPS Saturday 13th March Potters Heron – Venue Booked 

AG’s Meeting Tuesday 16
th
   March Potters Heron – Venue Booked 

PEPS Saturday 20
th
 March Potters Heron – Venue Booked 

District Council Saturday 10
th
 April Mountbatten School - Booked 

District Assembly Saturday 15
th
 May Mountbatten School - Booked 

RIBI Conference To be confirmed Venue to be confirmed 

Core/Exec Meeting Thursday 20
th
  May Potters Heron – Venue Booked 

RI Convention 12th – 16th  June Taipei, Taiwan 

District Council H/over Saturday 26
th
 June Mountbatten School - Booked 

      

2021-22 (Provisional Dates)     

AG’s Meeting Tuesday 6
th
 July 2021 Potters Heron – Venue Booked 

District Conference 8
th
 – 10

th
 October 2021 Guernsey 

AG’s Meeting 
Thursday 14

th
 October 

2021 
Potters Heron – Venue Booked 

Core/Exec Meeting 
Thursday 21

st
 October 

2021 
Potters Heron – Venue Booked 

District Council Sat 13
th
 November 2021 Mountbatten School - Booked 

Please note, District Support Team are continually reviewing Dates and Venues  
and are subject to change.   

Submitting Articles 

Under the guidance of the District Governor and Marketing Team Leader a 
number of continual changes are being made to the newsletter, Facebook 
page and website. 
 
Help us to help you by providing articles as follows: 
 

Facebook Page  Dimpee Kalita Rotary District 1110 News group 
   kalita_dimpee@outlook.com  
 
Newsletter  Michael Le Conte  
   mikeleconte@outlook.com 
 
Website  Nick Barrett  www.rotarywessex.org.uk  
   nick1.barrett@talktalk.net 

mailto:kalita_dimpee@outlook.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rotarywessex.org.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca82f468e03a44c38384108d81915cc17%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637286928685799259&sdata=WVn%2F0bKIXKwyGCFi7Cm5u9e41OJLcWCZYPNznKdwNYw%

